
Venessa Barnes is an exceptional individual who seamlessly transitioned from a successful
career as an educator to becoming a flourishing entrepreneur. With an unwavering passion
for real estate and a creative spirit as an author, Venessa's journey is defined by her
dedication to empowering others, creating a positive impact in her community, and
captivating young minds through her children's book "May's Big Dance."

Recognizing the value of homeownership, Venessa wholeheartedly embraced her true calling
in the real estate world after leaving the classroom. Her expertise and genuine enthusiasm
have helped numerous individuals and families achieve their dreams of owning a home,
leaving a lasting impact on their lives.

Alongside her real estate ventures, Venessa has showcased her talent as an author with the
enchanting children's book "May's Big Dance." This delightful tale not only entertains young
readers but also fosters a love for reading and imagination, further emphasizing Venessa's
commitment to child literacy.

In addition to her professional pursuits, Venessa finds inspiration in her role as a parent.
She is married to her loving partner, and together they raise five beautiful children, instilling
in them values of kindness, resilience, and a thirst for knowledge.

With a unique blend of expertise, compassion, and entrepreneurial spirit, Venessa Barnes
continues to make a significant difference in the lives of others. Through her real estate
endeavors, advocacy for child literacy, dedication to her family, and active community
involvement, she exemplifies the qualities of a true leader and role model. Venessa's
unwavering commitment to personal growth, service, and captivating storytelling is a
testament to her exceptional character and the lasting mark she is leaving on the world.

Venessa Barnes
Mentor / Coach



Officer Kent Barriffe
Mentor / Coach

Officer Kent Barriffe is 26 years old, currently employed with the Gwinnett county police
department . Officer Barriffe has been a police officer for 3 years. Prior to his employment
with the police department he was enlisted in the US military for a total of 6 years.
Throughout his time in the military he received numerous awards for going above and
beyond the call of duty and exceeding average standards of what was required of him. 

Officer Barriffe enjoys his work very much and hopes to continue growing within various
departments. In his free time, Officer Barriffe likes to interact with the community youth,
playing basketball, soccer, and football. He also likes video games and spending time
with family and friends. His ultimate goal is to help the community in whatever ways he
can.



Tucker Brandon grew up in Gainesville, GA. He graduated college from University of North
Georgia with a degree in business and SEU in ministry leadership. He currently works at
Free Chapel Church as a children and youth pastor in Atlanta. He has practiced martial arts
for over 20 years and currently instructs taekwondo.
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Brandon Burke is a Christian song writer, rapper and devoted follower of Christ. For years,
Brandon was Justin Bieber's travel pastor, he was hitting the road with Justin and his team,
discipling and aiding in the spiritual formation of many. Brandon got married and started a
new life, leaving behind his role as Justin’s pastor. He is involved in Christian ministry with
an amazing heart for our youth. He resides in the Atlanta area.
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Kimberly Cullen has 25 years of dance experience including Modern, Jazz, Ballet, Pointe,
Liturgical, Lyrical, and Hip Hop. She has studied at several dance schools: Alvin Ailey,
Harlem School of Dance, Dance Dimension, and Center Stage. She has served as a
background vocalist, performed in several off Broadway plays from Ohio to New York City
and done extra work in Sea Biscuit and Spiderman II. Her gifts and passion for the arts led
to her to tour with the Glory Gospel Singers, where she sang and danced daily, in numerous
cities throughout Europe for two months.
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Brandon is a Private Equity Associate at Charlesbank Capital Partners in Boston.
Previously, he was an Associate Consultant in the Atlanta office of Bain and Company. He
graduated from Vanderbilt University in May 2020 with majors in economics and
philosophy and a minor in Chinese.
 
Brandon grew up in Tega Cay, South Carolina, a suburb outside of Charlotte, North
Carolina. He has three younger siblings, Jocelyn (21, fourth-year at Clemson University),
Elana (19, second-year at Clemson University) and Adrian (17, senior in high school), and
two dogs, Apollo, and Cooper. During college, he was co-president of Experience Vanderbilt,
an organization providing need-based financial awards to students to participate in
extracurricular activities, he served on the undergraduate honor council, and was involved in
Greek life.
 
Brandon has been involved with various community organizations in Atlanta and in Boston.
He serves as a Big Brother through Big Brothers Big Sisters of Metro Atlanta and as a
Professional Mentor for Sponsors for Educational Opportunity’s Alternative Investments
Fellowship Program. 

Previously, he volunteered with Concrete Jungle, an organization that serves food-insecure
populations in Atlanta. At Bain, Brandon was a part of the leadership team piloting 1GEN, a
new affinity group for low-income, first-generation college students, and first-generation
Americans, in addition to serving as the recruiting lead for the Atlanta office’s Vanderbilt
recruiting. Brandon also served as a mentor through Odyssey, a platform that connects
underrepresented students with young professionals.
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